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Piyyut for the Shabbath of Parashath Vayhi.

The whole congregation recites this introductory biblical verse together:

When the One on high gave inheritances to the nations, when he separated the humans [into
nations]; he set the borders of peoples in accordance with the number of the sons of Israel.
(Deut. 32:7)

You set the borders of people in accordance with the number of the sons of Israel, and their
descendants;
[O You who] roused up Jacob’s spirit to tell his sons their beginnings and endings.
His words of goodness [were] thick with prophecy, well-founded in their speech —
Cong. And this is what their father said to them, and he blessed them; he blessed each man in
accordance with his [particular] blessing. (Gen. 49:28)

He rebuked Reuben, and [Reuben] accepted, and ascended the fortresses of lofty thoughts,
And he [willingly] gave up the birthright, the kingship, and the priesthood, in order to strengthen
[his] essence,
In order that his soul be bound up in the bind of the life of souls —
Cong. May Reuben live, and not die! (Deut. 33:6)

He saw [it fitting] to disperse Simeon and Levi throughout Israel, with love,
For their heart raged like the sea, and burned like a fire with flame.
Brothers in their apportioned counsel, and heads of battle,

Cong. One could chase a thousand [men], and two could chase away a myriad.
(Deut. 32:30)

Pleasing in his sweet speech, and the sound of his words,
Judah — his brothers acknowledge him: “This is the one whose Rock has chosen him.”
Until his matter comes about, then his light will be revealed,

Cong. The man whom the King wants to honor. (Esther 6:7)

God’s chosen one, Zebulun, who holds sword and spear,
With which to uproot any man of strife, any man of contention,
[Zebulun] spurns his own life, to die, lest any wicked man have dominion over him —
Cong. And he [dwells] at the shore, [along] the boats; and his border is at Sidon.
(Judges 49:13)

Issachar put down his shoulder to carry a burden, and dwelled between the stoves,
For he saw that the land was a wide land.
He chose to dwell at the gate, [visible to all] eyes,
Cong. Crouching between the stoves. (Gen. 49:14)

Dan will judge his people, as one of the tribes of my faithful ones,
And from his loins will issue a Nazarite unto Adonai,
And he will begin to rescue Israel from the hand of my enemies —



Cong. | await thy rescue, O Adonai! (Gen. 49:18)

And who will attack Gad? But Gad will not pervert his words.
And his enemy, when facing him, will turn around the place of his face to the back of his neck.
His face is like the face of a lion, coming into war, without any [expectation] of reward or
compensation.
Cong. These are of the sons of God, the military heads; the smaller [heads] for a hundred
[men], and the larger [heads] were for a thousand. (I Chronicles 12:15)

Around Asher will be riches and wealth.
Righteousness will dwell in his midst, blamelessness and uprightness.
Oil and incense will be within his border, properly.
Cong. Blessed among sons is Asher. (Deut. 33:24)

The glorious cornerstone, the tenth [son], the cluster of henna,
Satiated with his desire, and numbered among the mighty warriors;
Victory in battle! He will go out and come back, and tell [of his victories] —
Cong. Naphtali is a fleety roe, who gives forth beautiful words. (Gen. 49:21)

The one compared to an ox, who obeyed Adonai’s word and desire,
Like a fruitful vine, his tendrils extended out over a wall, to strengthen him.
Every pious person prays to the Name at the time when [He] is found.
Cong. And to Joseph he said: His land is blessed by Adonai. (Deut. 33:13)

Benjamin will be blessed in the name of the One who investigates [people]’s innards,
Such that He will visit his territory on holy soil.
At the beginning, and at the end, he will put out the eyes of his enemies —
Cong. Benjamin is a tearing wolf in the morning. (Gen. 49:27)

Strength is Yours, O God! Your pride is over Your people Israel,
And Your strength is in the heavens, Your highest skies.
Protect and rescue the progeny of Your dear ones, for the sake of Your mercy,
Cong. You, O God, are our father; You have always been our redeemer! (cf. Isaiah 63:16)

Cantor: Let those redeemed by Adonai say that He has redeemed them from the enemy’s hand.
(Psalms 107:2)
Congregation: Our redeemer, Adonai Zeva’oth is His name, the Holy One of Israel. (Isaiah 47:4)



