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Parashath Yithro

My God, distant [individuals] heard about Your fame, and they trembled and quaked,

[Wanting] to dwell in Your shade — and they asked about Your goodness.

To do Your will they rejoiced and were glad.

They brought freewill-offerings and gifts.

Being happy and joyous, they beseeched God.

They rejoiced in the might of the giving of the Law.

How exalted is the third month, in which they set down their tent —

Israel, at Mt. Sinai, and they raised up their banner in God’s name.

And Moses ascended, up to God, and He called to the heavens, and they were rolled up;

And the clouds of glory accepted him upon their palms.

And Adonai called out to him: “My children have come up in my thoughts.

Thus say to them: They will inherit the secrets of my Torah.

They will refine the dross of their heart, and perform righteousness.”

And the whole people, unanimously, clearly said: “We will do!”

He commanded them to be prepared, and not be defiled by [intercourse] with women.

And so that they would not make the mistake of climbing the mountain or touching its edge,

They should make a boundary, [to prevent from] stepping foot on the mountain that God desires.

Before Sinai, every mountain and hill was made low.

Moses stood diligently at the concealed place of might, and the light of his face gleamed,

His thoughts were full of understanding, [such that] they were illuminated in light.

Ten Utterances were revealed from His tongue.

Adonai’s people saw His glory, and trembled.

They shook, and stood from afar, for they were unable [to stand closer].

They lovingly bore the yoke of His kingdom upon them.

They answered [Moses]: “You, speak with us”, for they were not able

To hear from Adonai’s mouth, lest they get consumed.

Now, in their exile, they put their hope in Adonai alone,

Cantor: To redeem them from the enemy — and they are justified through Adonai, and take glory
[in Him].

Congregation: Our redeemer, Adonai Zeva’oth is His name, the Holy One of Israel. (Isaiah
47:4)



