Parashath Beha‘alothkha
Introduction

This poem, like many of Aaron ben Joseph’s others, begins with general praise of
God and Torah: God removes the mask from our thoughts, and thus allows us to clearly
see the hidden, secret meanings contained within the Torah. It is possible that the poet is
using the imagery of clarity of vision because he will be speaking of kindling the lamps
of the Menorah in subsequent lines, and lighting lamps brightens vision; but it is also
possible that this connection is coincidental.

After the discussion of the Menorah, the poet discusses various other sections of
our parasha: the selection and purification of the Levites, who will serve the priests in the
Tabernacle; the Israelites’ travels through the desert, at God’s command; Moses’s song
when the Ark sets forth and in their travels, and for when it comes to a rest when they
camp; the complaints of the people; and God’s instruction to Moses to gather seventy
elders, to whom God gave the splendor of prophecy. The poem concludes with several
lines praising God, all beginning with the fixed words “He, in truth”. This gives festivity
to the end of the poem, which is then followed by one line of prose liturgy, which, in
turn, leads into the Biblical verses at the end, concluding with the gedusha-verse: And
Thou art Holy, enthroned on Israel’s praises. (Psalms 22:4)



MW ¥2IX WRIA "TINR" 0, Tnhvna nwaeh (T nRY") ANwRIT TwITPY VD
STOMR TN 1IN 2 MNWRIN

219977 2P0 DR T2 D2WAIR PR 90,0107 NYNR C197

(M2 3PYw?) 139 199¥R PINTTIM | 9K 10RTR RTIN)
(7M PYL?) TN NPT | WM IR N7
(T2 YY) WTR ARY | MR IR0 DTN

DTN 178 |

DIPYPY P¥R 1798 R

DUN9Y N7 I 177y 27

100197 109V 2T 137K 773 ning

0PI TIAPY TIIND I Y
D3R P T2Y? | WY 7Y 0P Ung 1an
DI DY | AT 023132 7N

:0°13¥2 0229 | Y7 w172 9% 700

1030 AT 08 DY) | DOYR1 AN 0B BV

DI YR WARY | IR YOI

D0 002K %I | AT AP

100373 NI9nn NI | AN 2 NS Am
:D°0IRDN QY | 7798 W)

DOPHRNY WRI | PR X°23 NIRI

D039 T) TART MIRA | WY 1990
talitoialaipSiahia By iy N Il R/

:DIRT D°Y2Y AONR? |12 N

:o°37yR 790 1 0 ST

:0019°%y2 oI npy | NHRI X7
D102 03 AN | NN N7
:DIN7 03] DIURT? | NpY3A X7

1209 WWTRAY $oI) | IRy Fomy amTi® 937 Hnpd

(2:2 X 9RMW) APTIR M PRY | IR2 PR™D A2 WITRTTR i

(7:20 ©%N) PRI niYan 28 | wWiTR AARY np

PRI



Parashath Beha‘alothkha
Before the poem is recited, the entire congregations says the following verses in
unison:

And to whom could ye compare God; and what comparison could you make
to Him? (Isaiah 40:18)

To whom could you compare me, and declare me similar; or note
resemblance to me, and they could be compared? (Isaiah 46:5)

And to whom could ye compare me, and I would be similar — says the holy
One. (Isaiah 40:25)

Says the Lord of Lords —

Who removes the mask from the eyes of thought,

The one who is great in [His] deeds, and the secrets of His law are concealed

That the Menorah’s lamps should shed light, facing the Table of the
Show[bread].

The Levites should purify themselves, and be given over to Aaron and his
sons,

They should be appointed to work from age twenty-five to fifty;

And afterwards, they should sing and make music in Adonai’s house.

God’s mercy is spread out over His people — He sheltered them in clouds;

They would travel forth at His command, and camp at His command.

And when the Ark would travel forth, Moses would say, in song:

“Rise up, O Adonai, and may the enemies and foes be scattered!”

And when it would rest, he would say: “Return, O Adonai, [among] the
myriads of the Kingdom of Priests.”

And a fire consumed the people who were complaining,

And when God’s prophet, the head of all believers, saw

That human thoughts were [occupied with] lugubrious craving and
imagination,

He asked God for leaders to be appointed,

And he was told to appoint seventy elders.

[God] graciously gave them pleasurable splendor, of his splendor.

He, indeed, makes peace on high.

He, indeed, also looks over [earth], down below.

He, indeed, [has done so] for the earlier [generations], and also for the later
[ones].

Cong. All acknowledge Him, and all praise Him, and all respond to declare

His holiness:



There is none holy like Adonai, for there is none but Thee; and there is no
rock like our God. (I Samuel 2:2)

Congregation: And Thou art Holy, enthroned on Israel’s praises. (Psalms
22:4)



