
בַּרֵסֶפר  ִמדְּ                                                                                                   Numbersבְּ

ת שַׁ רָּ ְסֵעי פָּ  Parashat Masՙei                                   מַׁ
 
INTRODUCTION: 
Parashat Masՙei (Num. 33:1-36:13) contains the following sidrot: 
Hundred-and-Thirty-Fourth Sidra՚, stages of the Exodus, and the allocation of Canaan; 
Hundred-and-Thirty-Fifth Sidra՚, the borders of Canaan, the Nesi՚im in charge of the 
allocation, and the Levitical cities; 
Hundred-and-Thirty-Sixth Sidra՚, cities of refuge - murder, and heiresses of landed 
inheritance are to marry within their tribe. 
 
ANALYSIS: 
Hundred-and-Thirty-Fourth Sidra՚ (Num. 33:1-56): Stages of the Exodus, and the 
allocation of Canaan. 
   "These are the journeys of the Children of Israel who went out from the land of Egypt 
by their hosts; by the hand of Moses and Aaron. And Moses wrote their goings out by 
their journeys by the mouth of YHWH; and these are their journeys by their goings out" 
(Num. 33:1-2).  
 

THE STAGES OF THE EXODUS 

1 Raՙmeses - on the 15th 

day of the First Month...* 
15 Rithma 29 Ḥor haggidgad 

2 Sukkoth 16 Rimmon Pareṣ 30 Yoṭvatha 

3 Etham - at the edge of 

the wilderness. 
17 Livna 31 ՙAvrona 

4 Pi Haḥiroth - in front of 

Baՙal Ṣefon. Encamped at 
Migdol and from there 

crossed the Sea of Reeds 
towards the wilderness. 

18 Rissa 32 ՙEṣyon Gaver 

5 Mara - a 3 day journey 

into the Wilderness of 

Etham (Wilderness of 
Shur). The waters are 

bitter and undrinkable. 

19 Ḳehelatha 33 Wilderness of Ṣin - 
(Wilderness of Paran). Arrive at 

Ḳadesh, the scouts, rebellion of 
Ḳoraḥ, Dathan and Aviram, the 

plague, the test of the staffs, 
wanderings in the Wilderness 

of Ṣin, Miriam dies, no water, 

water from the rock at the 
Waters of Meriva, encounter 

with Edom. 

6 Elim - 12 springs of 

water and 70 date palms. 
20 Mount Shafer 34 Hor the Mountain - at the 

edge of the land of Edom. 

Aaron dies aged 123 on the 1st 

day of the Fifth Month in the 
40th year of the Exodus, war 

with the Canaanite king of 
Arad. 

7 By the Sea of Reeds 21 Ḥarada 35 Ṣalmona - plague of snakes? 



8 Wilderness of Sin - 
arrive on the 15th day of 
the Second Month. The 

manna, quail, and the 
Shabbath. 

22 Maḳheloth 36 Punon - plague of snakes? 

9 Dofḳa 23 Taḥath 37 Ovoth 

10 Alush 24 Taraḥ 38 ՙIyyei Haՙavarim - by the 

border of Moab. 

11 Refidim - no water, 

water from the rock, 

Moses renames the place 
Massa and Meriva, attack 

of the Amalekites 

25 Mithḳa 39 Divon Gad - Wadi of Zared? 

12 Wilderness of Sinai - 
arrive on the 1st day of 

the Third Month. Meeting 

with Jethro, the 
Revelation and Covenant. 

Departure on the 20th 
day of the Second Month 

of the 2nd year of the 

Exodus. 

26 Ḥashmona 40 ՙAlmon Divlathayim - Wadi of 

Zared? 

13 Ḳivroth Hatta՚awa - the 

spirit given to the 

Seventy Elders, the 
lusting for meat. 

27 Moseroth 41 The Mountains of ՙAvarim - 
before Nevo 

14 Ḥaṣeroth - Miriam and 

Aaron speak against 

Moses, Miriam's Ṣaraՙath. 

28 Benei Yaՙaḳan 42 Plains of Moab - by the 

Jordan opposite Jericho, 

encamped from Beth 
Yeshimoth as far as Avel 

Shiṭṭim [Acacia] 

*"on the morrow of the Passover the Children of Israel went out with a high hand, before the 
eyes of all Egypt. While Egypt was burying those whom YHWH had struck among them all the 
firstborn; and on their gods, YHWH executed judgments" (Num. 33:3-4) 

 
   YHWH speaks to Moses in the Plains of Moab, by the Jordan opposite Jericho. He tells 
him that when the Children of Israel cross over the Jordan into the land of Canaan and 
settle there, they are to dispossess the inhabitants of the land from before them, 
destroy all their figured objects and molten images, and demolish all their high places. 
The allocation of the land amongst the clans is to be carried out by lots and each male is 
to receive his landed inheritance according to the tribe of his father. The area of land 
allotted to each tribe is to be proportional to the size of the tribe. However, if the 
Children of Israel do not dispossess the inhabitants of the land, those of them who 
remain will be as pricks in their eyes and as thorns in their sides, harassing the Children 
of Israel in the land, "and it shall be as I thought to do to them I will do to you" (Num. 
33:56).  
 
Hundred-and-Thirty-Fifth Sidra՚ (Num. 34:1-35:8): The borders of Canaan, the Nesi՚im in 
charge of the allocation, and the Levitical cities. 



   "And YHWH spoke to Moses saying. Command the Children of Israel and you shall say 
to them, when you come into the land of Canaan; this is the land that shall fall to you as 
an inheritance, the land of Canaan with its borders" (Num. 34:1-2). 
 

 The southern border: From the Wilderness of Ṣin alongside Edom - from the 
extremity of the Salt Sea going eastwards the border turns from the south to the 
Ascent of ՙAḳrabbim [Scorpions' Ascent] and pass on to Ṣin. Then from the south 
to Ḳadesh Barneyaՙ then going out to Ḥaṣar ՚Addar and passes on to ՙAṣmon. The 
border turns from ՙAṣmon to the Brook of Egypt [Wadi Al-Arish] with its end 
being the sea [The Mediterranean]. 

 The western border: The Great Sea [The Mediterranean]. 
 The northern border: From the Great Sea a line to Hor the Mountain (this is 

not the same Hor the Mountain where Aaron died). From Hor the Mountain a line 
to the coming in of Ḥamath; and the end of the border is Ṣedad. Then the border 
goes out to Zifron, and its end is Ḥaṣar ՙEnan. 

 The eastern border: From Ḥaṣar ՙEnan to Shefam, descending from Shefam to 
Rivla on the east of ՙAyin, and then descends striking the shoulder of the Sea of 
Kinnereth eastward and continues along the Jordan with the Salt Sea and its 
end. 

 
Therefore the territory within the borders of the land of Canaan comprises of what is 
now; i) the State of Israel including Judea, Samaria, but not the Negev south of Miṣpe 
Rimmon, ii) the north-eastern Sinai up to Wadi Al-Arish, iii) all the modern country of 
Lebanon, and iv) the Syrian cost lands between the Orontes River and Mediterranean. 
This is to be the inheritance of nine and a half of the tribes of the Children of Israel, 
since the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and half of the tribe of Manasseh have already taken 
possession of their landed inheritance in Transjordania.  
   Moses nominates the Nesi՚im - one per tribe, who will assist Elՙazar the kohen and 
Joshua son of Nun in allocating the land:  
 

Tribe Name Father 

Judah Kalev Yefunne 

Simeon Shemu՚el ՙAmmihud 

Benjamin Elidad Kislon 

Dan Buḳḳi Yogli 

Manasseh Ḥanni՚el Efod 

Ephraim Ḳemu՚el Shifṭan 

Zevulun Eliṣafan Parnakh 

Issakhar Palṭi՚el ՙAzzan 

Asher Aḥihud Shelomi 

Naphtali Pedah՚el ՙAmmihud 

 
   YHWH speaks to Moses, in the Plains of Moab by the Jordan opposite Jericho, and 
commands that the Children of Israel are to provide from their landed inheritance cities 
for the Levites to settle in. Each city is to be surrounded by open land for the Levites' 
beasts and livestock. The depth of the open land is to be 1,000 cubits round about 



measured from the wall of the city outward. And measuring from outside of the city, the 
east edge 2,000 cubits, the south edge 2,000 cubits, the west edge 2,000 cubits, and 
the north edge 2,000 cubits, with the city in the middle. The Levites are to have forty-
eight cities amongst the Children of Israel; six of those cities are to be classified as cities 
of refuge to where the unintentional murderer may flee. 
 
Hundred-and-Thirty-Sixth Sidra՚ (Num. 35:9-36:13): Cities of refuge - murder, and 
heiresses of landed inheritance are to marry within their tribe. 
   YHWH tells Moses that when the Children of Israel cross over the Jordan into the land 
of Canaan they are to nominate cities of refuge. The unintentional murderer, "one who 
smote a soul/life-force in error" (Num. 35:11) is to flee to the city of refuge. This is in 

order to prevent the victim's Go՚el [ֵֹּאל  redeemer, in this case a family member who - ג

takes vengeance for the victim] from putting the murderer to death before they have 
stood before the Community for judgement. There are to be six cities of refuge in all, 
three in Transjordania and three in the land of Canaan, for the Children of Israel, the 
Sojourner, and for the resident-settler. The Torah differentiates between intentional 
murder and unintentional murder: 
 

Intentional murder: 
 Deliberately striking somebody with an iron instrument, or stone, or 

wooden instrument, so that they die. In other words, murder without 

provocation - to be put to death by the victims Go՚el Haddam [ם דָּ ֵֹּאל הַּ  - ג
redeemer of blood]. 

 Stabbing somebody in hatred so that they die, throwing something at 
somebody by lying in wait so that they die, in enmity striking somebody 
with the hand so that they die - to be put to death by the victims Go՚el 

Haddam [ם דָּ ֵֹּאל הַּ  .[redeemer of blood - ג

 
Unintentional murder: 

 If someone stabbed somebody by accident not in enmity, or threw at 
them any instrument without lying in wait, or lets a stone that is capable 
of killing somebody fall without realizing that there was someone there - 
they are not to die since there was no enmity and they did not seek the 
victim's ill. In other words, murder through misadventure i.e. 
carelessness. 

 
The Community is to judge between the two parties i.e. the murderer and the Go՚el 
Haddam. If the verdict is unintentional murder then the Community is to rescue the 
murderer from the hand of the Go՚el Haddam, and restore them to the city of refuge to 
which they fled. The unintentional murderer settles in the city of refuge and cannot 
leave until the death of the Kohen Haggadol [The High Priest]. However, if the 
unintentional murderer should leave the city of refuge and is subsequently found outside 
the borders of the city of refuge by the Go՚el Haddam, who in turn murders the 
murderer - there is no bloodguilt on the Go՚el Haddam. This is because the unintentional 
murderer was only safe from the Go՚el Haddam while he stayed within the confines of 
the city of refuge until the death of the Kohen Haggadol. After the death of the Kohen 
Haggadol the unintentional murderer shall return to the land of his possession without 
fear of retribution at the hands of the Go՚el Haddam. A murderer can only be murdered 



by the mouth (testimony) of witnesses, but cannot be put to death by the testimony of 
one witness alone. We are not to accept a ransom for the life of someone who is guilty 
of intentional murder; they are to be put to death. Nor to take a ransom so that they 
may flee to the city of refuge, and thus be able to return to settle in the land once the 
Kohen Haggadol has died. "You shall not pollute the land that you are in, for the blood, 
it pollutes the land; and for the land atonement cannot be made for the blood that has 
been poured out on it, except by the blood of him that shed it. And you shall not make 
impure the land that you are settling on, in whose midst I dwell; for I YHWH, dwell, 
among the Children of Israel" (Num. 35:33-34). 
   The Heads of the Fathers from the clan of the Children of Gilՙad son of Makhir son of 
Manasseh of the clans of the Children of Joseph approach Moses and the Nesi՚im of the 
Heads of the Fathers of the Children of Israel, and remind them about the case of the 
daughters of Ṣelofḥad. Since Ṣelofḥad only had daughters, YHWH commanded that his 
daughters shall inherit their father's landed inheritance. This they see no problem with, 
however, they do see a dilemma in daughters inheriting their father's landed 
inheritance, and that being - what would happen to the landed inheritance if the 
daughter should marry a man who is a member of another tribe of Israel? Since a 
woman joins the clan and tribe of her husband her landed inheritance would thus be 
transferred to her husband's tribe and would therefore become lost to the tribe of her 
father. YHWH tells Moses that the tribe of the Children of Joseph speak right. Moses is 
thus to command the Children of Israel that the daughters of Ṣelofḥad may marry any 
man who is good in their eyes, however, he must be from a clan of their father's tribe. 
The landed inheritance of the Children of Israel is not to be passed on from tribe to 
tribe, but is to remain within the tribe whose landed inheritance it is. The commandment 
given in reference to the daughters of Ṣelofḥad is subsequently to be applied to all 
heiresses of landed inheritance; here we see a commandment governing the particular 
being applied to the general. Thus, the five daughters of Ṣelofḥad - Maḥla, Noՙa, Ḥogla, 
Milka and Tirṣa - did as Moses commanded and married the sons of their uncles.  
   "These are the commandments and the judgements that YHWH commanded by the 
hand of Moses to the Children of Israel; in the Plains of Moab, by the Jordan opposite 
Jericho" (Num. 36:13). 
 
TEACHINGS OF HAKHAM REKHAVI: 
   Since the tribe of Levi did not receive landed inheritance, as did the other tribes of the 
Children of Israel, cities are appropriated for them from the landed inheritance of the 
other tribes. There were forty-eight such cities in all, dispersed amongst the tribes, this 
solves the housing problem of the Levites, but not the issue of grazing land for their 
beasts and livestock. This problem was resolved by providing each Levitical city with an 
open area surrounding it. Therefore, each city is to consist of an urban area and an area 
of open land surrounding the urban area for the beasts and livestock of the Levites. 
"And the open land of the cities, which you shall give to the Levites; from the wall of the 
city and outward, a thousand cubits round about. And you shall measure from outside 
the city the eastern edge two thousand by the cubit and the south edge two thousand 
by the cubit and the west edge two thousand by the cubit and the north edge two 
thousand by the cubit and the city in the midst; this shall be to them, the open land of 
the cities" (Num. 35:4-5). Over the centuries, many a commentator has been puzzled by 
these measurements; What is the relationship between the 1,000 cubits measurement 
and the 2,000 cubits measurement, and how does this transpire in reality? 



 
   There are two possible solutions to this conundrum. In the first solution, the depth of 
the open land surrounding the urban area measures 
1,000 cubits on each side measured from the wall 
of the city outward. This will mean that the 
perimeter of the open land will be 2,000 cubits long 
by 2,000 cubits wide, thus forming a square. 
Therefore, the 2,000 cubits per edge form the 
perimeter with the urban area in the middle (see 
Fig. 1).  
 

    Fig. 1 

 
However, this solution might solve one issue but it does present us with another. For 
this solution to be viable, the city would have to be nothing more than a mere point! 

Nevertheless, there is a counter solution to this 
objection, in that the above measurements are 
only a template, in other words they are a base 
reference point. As the city grows, the depth of 
the open land surrounding the city measured 
from the perimeter to the city wall would always 
remain the same i.e. 1,000 cubits. However, the 
length of the perimeter would increase to the 
same ratio as the increase in the size of the city, 
as would the area of the surrounding open land, 
i.e. 2,000 cubits plus the length of the city for 
each side (see Fig. 2). 

Fig. 2 

 
   In the second solution the 2,000 cubits is not part of the 1,000 cubits, but a second 
set of measurements. In other words, there are 
two areas of open land surrounding the city and 
not one. The first area is 1,000 cubits deep 
measured "from the wall of the city" (Num. 35:4), 
while the second area is 2,000 cubits deep 
measured "from outside the city" (Num. 35:5). 
Meaning that the city consists of an urban area 
and an open area, measured from the city walls, 
the perimeter of which forms the city limits. 
Whereas the second open area is measured from 
the city limits, hence "from outside the city" (see 
Fig. 3).                                                                  Fig. 3 

 
   Depending upon which solution is accepted, the urban area of a Levitical city is 
surrounded by an open area of either 1,000 cubits deep or 3,000 cubits deep. This 
provides ample grazing land, as well as land for viticulture and vegeculture, in addition 
to parkland. Maybe the city plan of a Levitical should be applied to all our cities! Then at 
least we would be providing our cities with open areas and parkland, while safeguarding 



our precious fauna and flora. It would also imply the end to conurbations where a town 
will over urbanize, swallow up surrounding villages, and in time conjoin with another 
such town to form one gigantic urban sprawl. For the green barrier surrounding cities 
designed according to the plan of a Levitical city, would prevent infringement of one 
settlement upon another. 


