
                                                                                            Deuteronomyְּדָבִריםֵסֶפר 

 Parashat Wa՚ethḥannan                   ָוֶאְתַחַּנן ָּפָרַׁשת
 
INTRODUCTION: 
Parashat Wa՚ethḥannan (Deut. 3:23-7:11) contains the following sidrot: 
Hundred-and-Fortieth Sidra՚, Moses' plea to enter the land, and the foundations of the 
Torah; 
Hundred-and-Forty-First Sidra՚, apostasy and return; 
Hundred-and-Forty-Second Sidra՚, cities of Refuge, the openings to Moses' second 
farewell address, review of the Ten Sayings, and walking in the ways of YHWH; 
Hundred-and-Forty-Third Sidra՚, walking in the ways of YHWH continued, recalling the 
Exodus, and against assimilation. 
 
ANALYSIS: 
Hundred-and-Fortieth Sidra՚ (Deut. 3:23-4:24): Moses' plea to enter the land, and the 
foundations of the Torah. 
   Moses continues with his address to the people and tells them how he implored YHWH 
for grace, "My Lord YHWH You - You hast begun to show Your servant, Your greatness, 
and Your strong hand; for what god is there in the heavens and on the earth, that can 
do according to Your deeds and according to Your mighty acts. Please let me cross and 
see the good land, that is beyond the Jordan; this good hill country and the Lebanon." 
(Deut. 3:24-25) However, YHWH would not listen to Moses' pleas since He was 
extremely angry with him on their account. Moses recounts that YHWH told him to 
ascend to the top of Pisga and view the entire land from north to south, and east to 
west, but he will not cross the Jordan! Yet, Joshua will cross over the Jordan with the 
people and cause them to inherit the land.  
   "And now Israel hearken to the laws and to the judgements, which I teach you to do; 
in order that you shall live and you shall come in and possess the land, which YHWH the 
God of your fathers gives to you. You shall not add to the word that I command you, 
and you shall not diminish from it; to keep the commandments of YHWH your God, 
which I command you." (Deut. 4:1-2) From this verse, we clearly see that it is forbidden 
to enlarge, curtail, abrogate, or supersede any of the laws that YHWH commanded us. 
Moses reminds the people of the incident of Baՙal of Poՙor where YHWH destroyed all 
those who walked after Baՙal of Poՙor, however, those of them who attached themselves 
to YHWH are alive, all of them today! We are to keep and observe YHWH's Torah - for it 
is our wisdom and our understanding - and through the keeping of the Torah we will 
become in the eyes of the nations a great nation, a nation full of wisdom and 
understanding. What other nation has YHWH so near to it as we do that we can call 
upon Him? Moreover, which other nation has righteous laws and judgements like this 
Torah? Nevertheless, we must take care of ourselves, taking great care of our life-
forces, lest we forget the things that YHWH did for us, therefore we are to make them 
known to our children and our children's children; revering YHWH. When we stood 
beneath Ḥorev [Mt. Sinai] the mountain burnt with fire ascending to the heart of the 
heavens - darkness, cloud, and fog, "And YHWH spoke to you from the midst of the fire; 
a voice of words you heard, and a form you did not see only a voice." (Deut. 4:12) 
YHWH proclaimed to us His Covenant and commanded its observance, as well as the 
Ten Sayings that He wrote on two tablets of stone, "And you shall be very watchful of 
your life-forces; for you did not see any form, on the day YHWH spoke to you at Ḥorev 



from the midst of the fire." (Deut. 4:15) Therefore, if we are to avoid bringing ruin upon 
ourselves, we must avoid making carved forms of any image in the figure of a male or a 
female, beast, bird, crawling creature, or fish. Nor are we to prostrate ourselves to the 
sun, moon, stars, or any other celestial body, nor serve them, for YHWH took us and 
brought us out from the iron furnace - from Egypt, to be to Him for a people; an 
inheritance. Moses mentions again that since YHWH was furious with him, He swore not 
to let him cross the Jordan to enter the good land, but instead he will die there in 
Transjordania. Moses warns us not to forget the Covenant of YHWH our God, which He 
cut with us by making for ourselves a carved form; for YHWH our God is a consuming 
fire - a jealous God.  
 
Hundred-and-Forty-First Sidra՚ (Deut. 4:25-40): Apostasy and return. 
   As time passes and after we have been settled in the land for several generations, if 
we should bring ruin upon ourselves by making any carved form and thus do evil in the 
eyes of YHWH - angering Him - then we will quickly perish from the land. YHWH will 
scatter us among the peoples, and we will dwindle in numbers amongst the nations to 
which He has dispersed us. In our Exile, we will serve gods made by human hands, gods 
of wood and of stone that cannot see nor hear and cannot eat nor smell. Nonetheless, if 
in our Exile we seek YHWH our God we will find Him if we search for Him with all our 
heart and with all our life-force, "In your distress, when all these things, have found 
you; in the end of days, you will return to YHWH your God, and you shall hearken to His 
voice. For a merciful God is YHWH your God, He will not fail you and He will not ruin 
you; and He will not forget the Covenant of your fathers, which He swore to them." 
(Deut. 4:30-31) Never before in the history of humankind have a people heard the voice 
of God speaking from the midst of the fire as we heard, and lived. Nor has God 
previously come and taken for Himself a nation from within a nation, by trials, signs, 
wonders, war, and with a strong hand and an outstretched arm along with great terrors 
as YHWH did for us in Egypt. We have seen by His acts, to know that YHWH He is God; 
there is no other beside Him! Since He loved our fathers He chose their seed after them 
and brought us out from Egypt to inherit the land of Canaan and dispossess nations 
greater and mightier than we. "And you shall know today and you shall lay it to your 
heart, that YHWH He is God, in the heavens above, and on the earth beneath; there is 
no other." (Deut. 4:39) We are to keep His laws and His commandments so that it may 
go well for us and for our children after us, in order to prolong our days on the ground 
that YHWH our God is giving us. This brings us to the end of Moses' first farewell 
address to the people. 
 
Hundred-and-Forty-Second Sidra՚ (Deut. 4:41-6:3): Cities of Refuge, the opening to 
Moses' second farewell address, review of the Ten Sayings, and walking in the ways of 
YHWH. 
   Moses separates three cities in Transjordania that are to be assigned as cities of 
refuge to which the unintentional murder can flee: Beṣer in the wilderness of the plateau 
land belonging to the tribe of Reuben, Ra՚moth in Gilՙad belonging to the tribe of Gad, 
and Golan in Bashan belonging to the tribe of Manasseh.  
   Moses' second farewell address to the people begins with the words: "This is the 
Torah; that Moses placed, before the Children of Israel. These are the testimonies, and 
the laws and the judgements; that Moshe spoke to the Children of Israel, when they 
went out from Egypt." (Deut. 4:44-45) We are informed that Moses' second farewell 



address was delivered in Transjordania in the valley opposite Beth Poՙor [House of Poՙor] 
in what was the land of Siḥon.  
   Moses calls all of Israel together, telling them to pay attention to the laws and 
judgements that he is about to teach them, which we are to learn, keep, and perform. 
Moses states that YHWH our God cut a covenant with us at Ḥorev. YHWH cut this 
covenant with those of us here today, all of us who are alive, i.e. with every generation. 
YHWH spoke to us face to face on the mountain from the midst of the fire, while he, 
Moses, stood between YHWH and us, relaying His word since we were afraid of the fire 
and therefore would not ascend the mountain. (Here the Torah reiterates the Ten 
Sayings, which I have translated in Parashath Yithro.) Moses reminds the people that 
YHWH spoke the words of the Ten Sayings to all the assembly at the mountain from the 
midst of the fire, cloud, and fog, with a great voice, adding no more; and He wrote them 
on the two tablets of stone that He gave to him. However, Moses continues, when they 
heard the voice from the midst of the darkness and the mountain burning with fire the 
leaders of their tribes along with their elders approached him. They told him that YHWH 
has let them see all of His Glory and His greatness, and His voice they have heard; now 
they have seen that God can speak to humans and they can live. Nevertheless, they are 
still frightened that they will die, consumed by the great fire, if they continue anymore 
to hear the voice of YHWH. Thus, they requested that he, Moses, hears all that YHWH 
has to say and relays His words back to them, and they will listen and obey. YHWH 
heard them, informing Moses that they have spoken well. "Who would give that this 
heart of theirs would always belong to them to revere Me and to keep all My 
commandments all the days; in order that it will might be well with them and with their 
children forever." (Deut. 5:26) 
   We are to make sure that we do as YHWH has commanded us; we are not to turn 
aside to the right or to the left; but we are to walk only in the way that He has 
commanded us - in its entirety. We revere YHWH by keeping all of His laws and His 
commandments throughout our generations. The Torah is equating revering YHWH with 
the keeping of His laws and commandments, therefore, not keeping His laws and 
commandments is tantamount to disrespecting Him. If we keep His Torah all the days of 
our lives, then we will live, all will be well for us, we will proliferate, and our days will be 
prolonged in a land flowing with milk and honey, the land that is our inheritance. 
 
Hundred-and-Forty-Third Sidra՚ (Deut. 6:4-7:11): Walking in the ways of YHWH 
continued, recalling the Exodus, and against assimilation. 
   The Hundred-and-Forty-Third Sidra՚ commences with what has become known as the 
Torah's declaration of faith, "Hear Israel; YHWH our God YHWH is One." (Deut. 6:4) We 
are to love YHWH our God with all our heart, with all our life-force, and with all our 
substance. The Torah is to be upon our hearts, we are to impress its teachings upon our 
children, and its teachings and ways are to govern every moment of our lives. The 
Torah is to be bound to our very being; we are to become physical embodiments of the 
living Torah, as are our homes, households, and cities. YHWH is bringing us to the land 
that He swore to our fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give as an inherited 
possession to their descendants. A land with great and good cities that we did not build, 
houses full of every good thing that we did not fill, hewn cisterns that we did not hew, 
vineyards and olive groves that we did not plant; and there we shall eat and be 
satisfied. However, with all this bountiful goodness produced by the land, we must make 
sure that we do not forget YHWH who brought us out of the land of Egypt from the 



house of slaves. We are to revere YHWH our God, serve Him, and swear by His name. 
We are not to walk after other gods, the gods of any other people, since YHWH our God 
Who is in our midst is a jealous God. If we do turn to other gods, YHWH's anger will 
blaze up against us and He will destroy us from off the face of the earth. We are not to 
test YHWH our God as we tested Him at Massa (see Parashat Beshallaḥ). We are to 
keep the commandments, testimonies, and laws, of YHWH our God that He commanded 
us. "You are to do that which is upright and good in the eyes of YHWH; in order that it 
will be well with you." (Deut. 6:18) From the phrase upright and good, it can be 
deduced that in addition to doing that which is upright, we are also beckoned to do that 
which is good. In other words, it is not sufficient for us to act only in accordance with 
the strict letter of the Torah, i.e. to limit ourselves to the narrowest sense of the 
meaning. Yes, by observing the Torah in its narrowest sense, we are being upright, but 
are we going that extra mile and being good? YHWH desires that we treat each other in 
a kind and equitable manner and in order to do so we must deal with one another in a 
way that is much wider in sense than that of pure legality. 
   When our sons or daughters ask us in time to come, "What are the testimonies and 
the laws and the judgements, regulations that YHWH our God has commanded you?" 
(Deut. 6:20) We are to respond that we were slaves to Pharaoh in Egypt, and YHWH 
brought us out of Egypt with a strong hand. Signs and wonders, great ones and evil 
ones, He put on all of Egypt before our eyes. He brought us out from there in order to 
bring us to the land that he swore to our fathers and give it to us. YHWH commanded 
us to observe all these laws, to revere YHWH our God, for our own good all the days to 
keep us alive. "And righteousness it shall be for us; when we observe to do all this 
commandment before YHWH our God as He commanded us." (Deut. 6:25) Notice in 
verse 20 the words commanded you rather than commanded us. This could mean that 
even though the son or daughter still recognizes YHWH, hence YHWH our God rather 
than YHWH your God, they feel that the observance of the commandments is not 
essential for them, hence commanded you. In the final words of the response the 
commanded you becomes commanded us.  
   When YHWH our God has brought us into the land, casting out the seven nations of 
Canaan who are to be placed under Ḥerem [ֵחֶרם - Devoted (for destruction)], we are 
not to make a covenant with them nor be gracious to them. We are not to inter-marry 
with them, our daughters we are not to give to their sons, and their daughters we are 
not to take for our sons, for they will turn our children from following after YHWH. Our 
children will end up serving other gods, resulting in YHWH's anger blazing against us, 
and He will quickly destroy us. Instead, their altars we are to break down, their standing 
pillars we are to smash, their sacred trees we are to chop down, and their carved forms 
we are to burn with fire. For we are a people holy to YHWH, for He has chosen us to be 
a people special to Him from among all peoples that are on the face of the ground. Not 
because we are the most numerous of all the peoples, in fact, we are one of the 
smallest of the nations, but it is because YHWH loves us and is keeping the oath that He 
swore to our fathers. "And you shall know (- not believe, but know -) that YHWH your 
God He is the God; the faithful God, keeping the covenant and the kindness to those 
who love Him and to those who keep His commandments to the thousandth generation. 
And repaying to those that hate Him to their face to destroy them; He will not delay to 
him that hates Him, to his face He will repay him. You shall keep the commandment and 
the laws, and the judgements which I command you this day to do them." (Deut. 7:9-
11) 



 
TEACHINGS OF HAKHAM REKHAVI: 
"Hear Israel; YHWH our God YHWH is One. And you shall love YHWH your God; with all 

your heart and with all your soul/life force and with all your strength." (Deut. 6:4-5) 
 
   Pages, books, and volumes, have been written about the first verse of the Shemaՙ but 
in comparison, little attention has been placed upon the second verse. At face value we 
are commanded to love YHWH with all our heart, life-force, and strength, but what does 
this actually mean? 
   In order to gain an accurate insight into the intentions of the Torah we must not only 
possess knowledge of Biblical Hebrew, but we must also understand the mentality and 
philosophy behind the language; in other words the mindset. 
 
Love: 
   The Torah commands us to love YHWH, however, the commandments of the Torah 
are very practical in nature, and yet love we think of as being an abstract concept, but 
in Biblical thought, love is seen as being something practical. In II Chronicles 19:2, it is 
said to Jehoshaphat king of Judah, "He who is evil you help, and those who hate YHWH 
you love". There are two parallel halves to this verse, and by creating the parallelism, 
the writer intends to reinforce the synonymous meaning between help and love on one 
hand and between he who is evil and those who hate YHWH on the other. Thus, love is 
equated with helping. In I Kings 5:15 it is written that "Ḥiram always loved David", and 
to be placed within the context of the passage this phrase signifies that Ḥiram was 
always helpful and beneficial King David. Again in II Chronicles 26:10 it is written 
concerning King ՙUzziyyahu of Judah, "And he built towers in the desert and dug many 
wells, for he had much live-stock, both in the Shefela and in the plain; farmers and vine 
dressers in the mountains and in Carmel, for he loved the soil." The words for he loved 
the soil indicate that King ՙUzziyyahu was beneficial to the land in that he invested his 
efforts in cultivating the land. Therefore, love in Biblical thought denotes "to be of use 
to", "to be beneficial to", "to assist or help", thus the Torah is not commanding us to feel 
something but to do something – to be useful or beneficial i.e. to help. 
   Conclusion: "and you shall love YHWH" means to be beneficial to Him, to help and 
assist Him in His work. 
 
   In order for us to be helpful and beneficial to YHWH we must apply all of our heart, all 
of our soul/life force, and all of our strength. 
 
Heart: 
   In European/Western thought the heart is seen as the seat of the emotions, however 
in Biblical thought the stomach is the seat of our emotions, probably because when one 
becomes nervous we feel "butterflies" in our stomach. The heart, on the other hand, is 
the seat of intellect i.e. understanding, thought, and planning, as it is written; "Did not 
YHWH give you a heart to know, and eyes to see and ears to hear; until this day." 
(Deut. 29:3) In English to be heartless is to be without feeling, but in Hebrew it has the 
meaning of being dull or foolish, "And Ephraim shall be, like a silly dove without heart; 
they call to Egypt they go to Assyria." (Hoshea 7:11). The heart is thus the organ of 
thought, "And YHWH saw, that the wickedness of man was great on the earth; and 
every imagination of the thoughts of his heart, was only for evil continually." (Gen. 6:5) 



Thus heart in the verse, "And you shall know today and you shall lay it to your heart, 
that YHWH He is God, in the heavens above, and on the earth beneath; there is no 
other." (Deut. 4:39) implies with all of our intellectual understanding.  
   Conclusion: "with all your heart" means with our intellectual capabilities, 
understanding, thought, and planning. 
 
Soul/life-force: 
   Means with our very being, and even with our very lives if we find ourselves in a 
situation that would entail a choice between martyrdom or betraying YHWH and His 
Torah. 
 
Strength: 
   The Hebrew word mo՚od [ְמֹאד] is usually translated as strength or might. The word 
mo՚od means "very" or "much" thus, strength or might does not signify our physical 
strength or might, but all that we have i.e. with all there is to us, i.e. our possessions, 
wealth, and inner-strength. 
 
   Therefore, the second verse of the Shemaՙ can be rendered: 
"And you shall be useful to/beneficial to/assist YHWH your God; with all your intellectual 
capabilities and with your life itself and with all there is to you." 
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